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independence the Muslims supported it, in vast numbers.
During the Civil Disobedience movement millions of Indians
struggled together, once more trying desperately and doggedly
to win the independence of their country; a hundred
thousand and more were imprisoned. The individuals
taking part, as leaders, followers, jail-goers, were of all
sorts : Muslims, Hindus, atheists, Christians, and the rest.
The people of India pitted their strength against the
imperialist rule. With sacrifice, with determination, with
joy, they faced the hated foreigner and strove with might
and main to win their nation's freedom. The rulers were
brutal, and cunning; they were powerful, and as grimly
resolute as the Indians themselves. J?or months the move-
ment surged; the spirit of the people was kindled, and it
burned a brilliant flame. In the end, the imperialists won :
they had beaten the country down, and with trenchant
cleverness had outmanoeuvred it. Indian nationalism was
not quite strong enough to defeat the mightiest empire in
the world.
After the struggle for independence seemed to be sub-
siding without achieving success, then it was that middle-
class communalism was revived. All the leaders of the
Congress are and always have been middle-class. The National-
ist Muslim leaders, in so far as they felt themselves com-
munal representatives on the Congress leadership, reverted
to a dissatisfaction with the lack of a communal agreement.
In 1932 the British Communal Award was announced, and the
Congress's inability to come to a decision about it distressed
many of the Muslim leaders. Ansarl, Khaliq al Zaman, and
others threatened to resign if the Congress fought the
Award without first reaching an alternative agreement of
its own of some sort. Meanwhile middle-class Muslim
leaders and many of their followers were beginning to drift
from the Congress into purely Muslim organizations that
were politically and even socially progressive, but communal
For instance, from. 1931 onwards several of the Congress's
most able workers in the Punjab, who were Muslims, began
to form or to join the new Ahrtr party instead.